• INTRODUCTION
it is a day of great importance in the life of a child when he
first realizes that one and one make two. The intuition with
which he seizes the relationship between one and two be-
comes the first link in a whole chain of scientific reasoning.
It is a day of equal importance when he first appreciates the
significance of the words £0nce upon a time . . .' or 'Let's
pretend .. .', and knows that something will follow which will
prove uniquely satisfying. The wildest improbabilities are
accepted without demur: bears speak, pigs build houses., and
giants roam the country-side; but in the midst of all these im-
probabilities, certain things must remain constant: there are
three bears, and the youngest has the most surprising news
to report; there are three pigs, and it is the third who defeats
the wolf; and if the giant should encounter the hero, then his
great strength is never of final avail.
As the child grows older, the fact that one and one make
two remains constant; they can never in any circumstances
make two and a half. The significance of the words C0nce
upon a time . . .' or 'Let's pretend . . .' does not remain
constant. The words themselves are still there, even if they
are not always said aloud, for every time a man picks up a
novel he is saying to himself 'Once upon a time . . .', and
every time he goes to the theatre he is saying 'Let's pre-
tend . . A But he does not expect that his novel will have a
simple plot in which the youngest son is always more success-
ful than his elder brothers, and in the theatre his imagination
will no longer transform a saucepan into a helmet, or a
dilapidated curtain into a sultan's robe. He goes to the
theatre prepared to make some allowances: he knows that
although the play may be about the reign of Elizabeth, the

